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| TEMS FOR SALE BY THE SOCIETY

Tea TowElI®Nerfolk Churches A2s0@nPlus 70
Tea TowEigve Suffolk Churches design
East Anglian Round Tower Churches Gui de
Revised edition of A5 bookAlt50 Plus 70
The Round Church ToBgr$ 6Br1Rn PI0and
Round Tower Churches to the West, East
By Jack Sterry

Round Tower Churches on the Norfolk and
By Jack Sterry Pl us A1l
Round Tower Churches. Hidden Treasure o
By Jack Sterry A9. 00 Plus Al
Round Tower Churches in Mid Norfolk, N o
By Jack Sterry Al10.0®lus A1
Pl ease forwarMrerBeBSpel man, 105 Nor wich

Nor wi ch NR5 OLF. Cheques payable to Th

WOLTERTON AND
MANNINGTON ESTATES

The Lord and Lady Walpole
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WOLTERTON MANNINGTON

PARK GARDENS & COUNTRYSIDE
HISTORIC PARK around eighteenth century .
mansion. Park open every day from 9am COUNTRYSIDE Walks and Trails.
Car Park £2.00 Park open every day_ from 9 am. Car Park £2.
Trails - Orienteering Adventure Playground GARDENS. Extensive beautiful gardens
Round Tower of St. Margaret's ChuinhPark. surroundmedieval moated manor.

Hall open Fridays from 12th April to 1st Heritage Rose Garden

November, 25pm (last tour 4 pm) £6.00 entry. Tearooms Shop- Plants and Roses.

Write ortelephone for details and for special events Open MaySeptember, Sundays-5pm
programme. JuneAugust. Weds. Thurs, & Fridays-5lpm

£6.00/£5.00 Children Fre&vents Programme.

Mannington & Wolterton Estates Norwich NR11 7BB Telephone Saxthorpe (01263) 584175/768444
Email: admin@walpoleestate.co.uk
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The next issue is March 2014 THE ROUND TOWER

and the deadline for contribu-| [ The quarterly magazine of the
tions is 1st February 2014. Round Tower Churches Society

Please send items for publicat
either as email attachments or
disc as separate files 1 text,

@)
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photos, drawings etc., or by p);EI'rlbute to Ada Goode 4
to:-

Anne Woollett and Paul Hodge Thomas Jeckyll and Brome 6
The Cardinalos '_égrﬁuel Woodward 12
Back Street

Reepham _

Norfolk Christmas presents 17
NR10 4SJ

Tel: 01603 870452 Thank you Jack Sterry 15
anne.woollett@tiscali.co.uk RTCS Grants Officer 18

Membership Subscription Bessingham and Solid Geology 2]
Minimum £10 (overseas £15)Society Officers 23
a year of which 40% goes towards
the printing and posting of The
Round Tower magazine ang¢

A
administration. 60% goes to theJoin the conversation
about round tower I

Repair Fund of the RTCS.
churches on our

Magazines are published [nFacebook page.
March, June, September ap
December. The membership |r€
newal date is the first day of the
month following the applicatign
for membership.

:RTCS members who have registerad
'will also receive this magazine as a
PDF. Colour photographs will be in
colour in the PDF and not in black
To join the Society or to makeand white.

any enquiry about your member:|f you have not yet registered but

ship please contact : would like to receive the PDF in addi-
Mr Richard Barham tion to your paper copy please send
6 The Warren, Old Catton, your email address to

Norwich, NR6 7NW pt.hodge@tiscali.co.uk.

Tel: 01603 788721




Editorial.

Behind every successful man is a good woman. John Scales pays tribute to Ada Goode on page
5. Members of the RTCS who attended the AGN
to Ada. We would like to share this with all our members,

Richard Harbord has written an excellent article about the Victorian architect Thomas Jeckyll
and his work at Brome starting on page 6. Jeckyll could so easily have got his restoration total-
ly wrong but in our opinion it is a considerable triumph. Visit Brome, make up your own mind
and tell us what you think.

Thinking about the reasons for round tower is not new. Samuel Woodward was doing it in the
1820s. He put some of his findings in a letter to Hudson Gurney in 1829. Paul Hodge found out
about the letter while trawling the internet and you can read his online research on page 12.
Many long time RTCS members will probably already know about this letter and the 1831
Archaeologia article.

Jack Sterry tells us that sadly he does not feel that he is able to produce a 2014 Round Tower
Churches calendar. Over the years Jack has given £3750 to our society from the sale of his
books and calendars. We salute and thank Jack on page 15.

Anne Woollett writes about the work of our Grants Officer Nick Wiggin on page 18. The love-
ly photograph of Teresa and Nick was taken by Stuart Bowell on the RTCS Essex tour day.

The cover photograph of Bessingham was taken by Bill Goode in 1971. K.T and T.S Norris
write about Bessingham and Solid geology on page 21.

Stuck for ideas for Christmas presents? It is still not too late to give gift membership of the
Round Tower Churches Society. See page 17 for details.

We are already excited about the March 2014 magazine. John Salmon will be writing about the
Round Tower Churches of London and Stephen Hart begins the first in a series of articles
examining the reliability of certain theories for dating round tower churches.

Next year is the centennial of the start of the First World War. Over the next four years we will
be looking for articles and stories with particular reference to round tower churches and their
war memorials and monuments. Are you planning any research, publications, events or work
programmes? One place to start thinking about things might be by joining the new Facebook
group 6World War 1 memorials in round tower
gether a number of useful links.

In his article on bricks in the September 2013 Round Tower magazine Stephen Hart referred to
an article written by Stephen Haywood in 2002. This is now available on The Round Tower
Magazine page on the RTCS website.



Ada Goode. A tribute by John Scales given at the #0Anniversary Annual Gen-
eral Meeting. May 2013.

It is often said that behind every successful man there is a good woman, and that was
certainly so with the Friends of the Round Tower Churches (now known as the
Round Tower Churches Society). Mrs Ada Goode was not concerned about whether

a church has a square tower, a round tower, or no tower at all. To be frank she was
not particularly interested in either architecture or history. Her overriding concern
was the welfare of her family and she was a splendid mother and grandmother and,
of course, a devoted and loyal wife.

So when her husband quite suddenly in later life developed an obsession about
churches with round towers she raised no objections. Some wives might have been
rat her churlish of their husbandbds fregqg
have been together at the seaside or relaxing quietly in the garden. In fact | knew
some who were! But not Ada.

She very rarely accompanied Bill on these trips for she had her priorities right, ensur-
ing there was always a nourishing meal and warm slippers awaiting him on his re-
turn. She raised no objection either when one of their rooms was converted exclu-
sively to round tower church use. Nor did she mind being left at home for a week
when three of us whisked Bill off to Schleswhiplstein so that he could compare

their round tower churches with ours. She even readily agreed to their savings being
used for the publication of Billds first
Now I d8m not proud of mutbrthae bimpve §
done very little of which to be proud! But of one thing | am pleased about, and that is
when the second edition of his book was
about the dedication?d You see he had d
had built our churches. When he replied that he did not intend to change it | suggest-
ed that he might instead dedicate it to Ada. Now Bill was a man of few words, so he
simply | ooked hard at me and then quick
6To my dear wife, who for thirty years I
er churcheso.

Ada was quiet, unassuming, kindly and wanearted, who to know was to love. |
remember her with the greatest affection but | think we should all remember her with
gratitude. | believe that her unseen role was crucial and that without her unwavering

support for her husband we just possibly might not be here today.

John Scales wishes to thank all those people who gave generously to help him raise
£152 on the Norfolk Churches Trust Bike Ride. John is giving half to the Norfalk
Churches Trust and the half "towards the restoration of the lovely little St Margaret's

church at Hardwick?". We have takern thi:¢
graphs of Hardwick on the RTCS Facebook page.




Thomas Jeckyll and St Mary, Brome.

The family of Thomas Jeckyll (18231) originated from Marsham in
Norfolk. Many of his projects were undertaken in that county includ-
ing the restoration of many country churches. He was influenced by
the call of William Morris to combine art, craftsmanship and industry
so Jeckyl |l 6s oeuvr e waasacledticallywith an g i
Queen Anne, Asian especially Japanese and Old English vernacular
styles in all sorts of craft work related to his buildings. The sheer vol-
ume and range of his works is enormous. They illustratiely the
mind-set of the mid Victorian architect and the issues that arise from it.
Thomasdés father, the Reverend Ge:
church of Wymondham, Norfolk. He had a Cambridge degree; was a
good artist and an active antiquarian. These skills were passed on to
his son Thomas who was probably apprenticed to a builder rather than
given a pupillage with an architect. The Swing Riots of 1834 changed
the course of their lives. After receiving threats to burn down his
church George Jeckyll decided to take his family to Norwich where he
joined the Millenialists more commonly known as the Plymouth Breth-
ren. They had radical views on how Christianity could be practiced. It

is curious given the later predilections of Thomas that this sect pre-
ferred simple buildings. By 1847 Thomas had set up a design office in
Wymondham for local builders and he adopted a simplestifie. In

1851 he moved first to Norwich and soon after to Cambridge to be
near the works of James Rattee and Kett, builders from Wymondham.
Ecclesiologists advocated obecl ect
the original building) accepting in a single project a combination of
necessary demolition, rebuilding and conservation where practical.
Although today this seems naive it was probably the first time that
builders had wgraded existing buildings without demolishing them
before rebuilding. A faithful restoration depended on the ability to in-
terpret what they found using their antiquarian judgement and personal
taste. None of this held back the Victorian architect from being innova-
tive, assertive and Oi mprovingo.
acknowledged that any reverence for existing historical fabric could be
compromi sed by a tendency to O0i mp



What happened when a mfictorian architect was let loose on an
ancient parish church with a round tower? Jecykll almost completely
rebuilt St Mary, Brome between the 1850s and the 1870s and it would
seem that little expense was spared. Before he restored Brome Jeckyll
sketched it looking from the nordmast. It looked dilapidated. He soon
changed all that by adding a massive north transept with an elaborate
window in the late Decorated style. This contrasts with the existing
and modest 3century windows of the north aisle. The medieval tri-
ple lancet window at the eastern end of the north aisle was replaced by
a massive new rose window. The north arcade was elaborated by add-
ing exaggerated deipoth mouldings. On the northern side of the
round tower a turret was added. It has a whimsical Romanesque door,
a slit window above and at the top two smalleye windows. Jeck-
yll 6s argument might well have b
vated with styles and churches were usually an accretion of different
stylistic periods anyway. Jekyll's work at Brome was augmented by
the largest known collection of the work of the Ipswich sculptor James
Williams, whose workshop produced the long stone reredos, altar rails,
prayer desk and the now sadly battered pulpit. The project was bank-
rolled by two millionaires: Lord Kerrison whose name is inescapable
in this part of Suffolk, and the Rector for forty years, George John
Mapletoft Paterson. Lord Kerrison's wife produced some of the win-
dows, and others are the work of Heaton, Butler and Bayne.

The Cambridge Camden Society attacked the brutality in which restor-
ers were attacking the historic fabric of old churches and eroding their
archaeol ogi cal ass et Fhe sevem lhampshPol s k
Architectur® , wr ot el ammw ud f .tHa eaddhatythé ex-
isting historical fabric of a church had an integrity that should be re-
spected and not violated. The architect George Gilbert Scott also
pleaded for faithful restorations especially of medieval buildings. In
the 1860s the newly chartered Royal Institute of British Architects set
up a body to advise on church restoration yet there was still no statuto-
ryguidel i nes or models of good pract
to public disquiet over the work of church restorers was merely to
write specifications for his builders not to use scrapers on old stone or
cut into it.



By then he had been restoring churches for 17 years. He had to wrestle
with the dilapidation of churches where they were often in danger of
collapse. In the round towered church of Old Catton, the north wall and
roof was held up by props so the building was out of use in winter. All
Saints, Stuston was also in a wretched state. He added a new vestry in
St Maryo6s Chur c h6l whte tadwas acaused af de- 1 ¢
stroying ancient mural paintings. In fact he only had them painted over

i they were revealed and restored in 1908.

Although he was a successful architect Jeckyll is best known today for
hi s fAnegokoicchgd designs in metal worl
routinely included the design of gates, railings and metal fittings for
domestic commissions and candelabra, and altar rails for ecclesiastical
ones. But it was his exhibition pieces for the ironworks firm of Bar-
nard, Bishop & Barnards of Norwich that brought him his greatest re-

nown. Hi s ANorwich Gateso for the
tion set in motion the 19tbentury wrought iron revival in Great Brit-
ain. Subsequent creations, i nclud

ed in Paris in 1867 and Vienna in 1873, and his cast iron pavilion

Catherine Arbuthnott

St Mary, Brome.


http://yalepress.yale.edu/yupbooks/book.asp?isbn=9780300099225

for the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition received substantial
praise in particular for their creative use of Asian principles and mo-
tifs. His innovative AngleJapanese designs for stoves, stove fronts,
fenders, fire irons and other domestic metalwork were also produced
and sold in large numbers. As these designs were both artistic and
affordable they allowed the incorporation of objects of beauty into
middle-class homes. He was one of the few figures in the design re-
form movement in Britain who managed to unite beauty and utility.

St Mary, Brome.

Jeckyl |l 6s career was curtailed in
years of age. He spent his last five years confined to asylums in Nor-
wich, his outstanding contributions to 19téntury architecture and
design all but forgotten.

o homas Jec k,by Susan &.rSorbsi & Catberini Arbuth-

nott; Yale University Press, 2003

Richard Harbord


http://www.panoramio.com/photo_explorer

Examples of Jeckyll 6s wor k a
St Mary, Brome.
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